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ROBERT D. HAYES, ET AL. 
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FOR: 



METHOD AND SYSTEM FOR 
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INFORMATION 
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Appeals 



Appeal No. 



Commissioner for Patents 
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Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

APPEAL BRIKF 

This Appeal Brief is submitted in response to an Office Action mailed on 
December 22, 2004. 

THE REAL PARTY IN INTEREST 

Tlie real party in interest in this apipeal is International Business Machines, Inc. 
Ownership by International Business Machines, Inc. is established by assignment 
document recorded for this application on November 9, 2000 on Reel 01 1683, Frame 
0394. 

RELATED APPEALS AND INTERFERENCBS 

Appellant kno'ws of no related patent applications or patents under appeal or 
interference proceeding. 
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STATUS OF CLAIMS 

Claims 6, 19, 24, 25, 53, 66, 71 and 72 have been cancelled. Claims 84 and 85 
have been added Claims 1-5, 7-18, 20-23, 26-52, 54-65. 67-70 and 73-85 stand rejected. 
The rejections of claims 1-5, 7-18, 20-23, 26-52, 54-65, 67-70 and 73-85 are herein 
appealed. 

STATUS OP AMENDMENTS 

There have been no amendments filed subsequent to receipt of the final office 

action. 

SUMMARY OF CLATME D SUBJECT MATTER 

A concise explanation of the subject matt^ defined in each of the independent 
claims 1, 17, 26, 37, 48, 64, 73, 84 and 85 involved in the appeal is provided below; 
Claim 1 

Claim 1 recites '^[a] mediod for &cilitating product development and procurement 
functions in a communications network environment" 

The method comprising ^'receiving a request firom a first enterprise system to 
contact a web site maintained by a second enterprise system." Refening to Figures 1 and 
8, first enteiprise system 150 contacts a second enteiprise system 102 (page 11, lines 17- 
20). 

The method fiorthex comprising '*said second enterprise system wthenticating a user 
ID and password of a user of said first enterprise system/' (Figures 1 and 8; page 1 1, lines 
22-23), 

The method further comprising "in response to receiving a request to complete a 
survey, providing the first enterprise system with access to a survey form stored in a database 
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that is repUcated at the second enterprise system." (Figures 1 and 8; page 1 1, lines 7-1 7 and 
lines 23-26). 

The method fiirttier conq>ri8ing '*recdving response data solicited in the survey 
fonn." (Figure 9; page 14, lines 11-14). 

The method j^irther comprising *^lpdating a database at the second enterprise system 
with the response data, the updating inckiding storing the response data in one of a draft 
mode and a final mode designated by the first enterprise system/' (Figure 8; page 12, line 26- 
page 13,line3). 

The method further comprising '^vherein said second enterprise system includes a 
development toolkit network tool for executing product development and procurement 
activities," (Figure 1; page 4, lines 21-23). 

Claim 17 

Claim 17 recites '*[a] method for facilitating product development and 
procur^ent functions in a communications network environment." 

The method comprising '^receiving a notification by a remote user of a second 
enterprise system;, said notification including data relating to a supplier survey, the 
notification generated in response to an assignment of a final mode designator to the supplier 
survey; wherein the designator is assigned by a first enterprise system." (Figures 1 and 9; 
page 1 S, lines 1-4; page 6» lines 6-9; page 12, line 26-page 13, line 8). 

The method flirther comprishig '^receiving a request to access a replicated database 
associated with said second enterprise system, said replicated database storing said supplier 
survey." (Figure 1; page 5, lines 12-14). 

The method further comprising "authenticating a user ID and a password of said 
remote user." (Figure 1 ; page 6, Imcs 6-27) 
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The method further comprising '^providing access to said replicated database" and 
''displaymg said supplier survey." (Figures I and 9; page 6, lines 6-27; page 14, lines 14-16). 

The method flirtho- comprising "evahiating siq>plicr input entered into the supplier 
survey." (Figure 9; page 13, lines 23-28). 

The method further comprising ''providing evaluation results into a remote device 
operated by said remote user^* and "storing said data.*' (Figure 9; page 14, Imes 14-16). 

The medK>d further comprising ''wherein said enterprise system includes a 
development toolkit network tool for executing prodxact development and proctirement 
activities." (Figures 1 and 9). 

Claim 26 

Claim 26 recites "[a] method for faciUtating product development and procurement 
functions in a communications network enviromnent." 

The method comprising "receiving a request to access a database associated with an 
enterprise system by a remote xiser." (Figure 1 ; page 6, lines 25-27; page 7, lines 12-16, lines 
18-22; lines 26-29). 

The method further comprising "authenticating a user ID and a password of said 
remote user.** (page 7, lines 18-30). 

The meithod further comprising 'Replicating said database to a second database of said 
enteipiise system." (page 7» lines 18-30). 

The method further comprising *^n>viding access to said second database/' (page 7, 
lines 18-30). 

The method further comprising '•receiving a request for a technology menu, said 
menu comprising at least one technology type." (Figures 3-4; page 8, lines 17-25). 
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The method furthex comprising '•transmitting said technology menu viA said 
network." (Figures 3-4; page S, lines 17-25), 

The method further comprising **receiving a request for a display of technology sub- 
types flx>m said at least one technology type/' (Figures 3-4; 25-29). 

The method further comprising ^"receiving said display via said networic wherein said 
technology sub-types include at least one technology family." (Figures 3-S ; page 9, lines 12- 
16). 

The method further comprising **recei ving a request for data corresponding to said at 
least one technology femily." (Figures 3-5; page 9, lines 12-1 6). 

The mediod further comprising ^^transmitting said data corresponding to said at least 
one technology family; wherein said data includes at least one technology supplier." (Figures 
3-5; page 9, lines 12-16). 

The method further comprising *Nvherein further, said enterprise system includes a 
development tooUdt network tool for executing product development and procurement 
functions," (Figures 1 and 3). 

Clfllm 37 

Claim 37 recites "[a] system for facilitating product development and procurement 
functions in a network environment." 

The system comprising "a host system including a web server* an applications server, 
and a database server/' Referring to Figure 1. a host system 1 10 includes a web server 104, 
an applications server 106, and a database server 108.> 

The syst^ further comprising "a first data storage device in communication vrith 
said host system/* Data storage device 118 is included in the system of Figure 1. 
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The system further comprising "a second data storage device in communication with 
said host system.'* Data storage device 120 is included in the system of Figure 1. 

The system further comprising "a development toolkit network plication being 
executed by said host system." (Figure 1; page 4, lines 21-23). 

The system further comprising "a firewall in communication with said host system." 
Figure 1 shows a firewall 122 in communication with the host system 110. 

The system further comprising "a workstation." Figure 1 shows a workstation 1 14. 

The system further comprising "a computer network connecting the host system to 
the woxkstatioiL" Figure 1 ahows a LAN 112 connecting the host system 110 to the 
workstation 1 14. 

The system further comprising •*vriierein the development toolkit networic application 
perfomis: 

in response to receiving a request from the workstation to complete a survey, 
providing the workstation with access to a survey form stored in a database associated with 
the second storage device, the database replicated at the second enterprise system/' (Figures 
1 and 8; page U, lines 7-17 and lines 23-26). 

The development toolkit network application further petfottning "receiving response 
data solicits in the survey form." (Figure 9; page 14, lines 1 1-14). 

The development toolkit network application further perfomaing 'hipdating the second 
database with the response data, the updating including storing the response data in one of a 
draft mode and a final mode designated by the first enterprise system." (Figure 8; page 12, 
line 26-page 13, lineS). 

Claim 48 

Claim 48 recites "[a] storage medium «icoded with machine-readable computer 
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program code for facilitatmg product development and procurement iiuKtions in a 
commimications network environment, including a first enterpnso system and a second 
enterpriso system, the storage medium including instructions for causing said second 
enterprise system to implement a method*" 

The method comprising **receiving a request fiom a first enterprise system to 
contact a web site maintained by a second enterprise system." Referring to Figures 1 and 
8. first enterprise system 150 contacts a second enterprise system 102 (page 11, lines 17- 
20). 

The method further comprising '*said second entexpiise system authenticating a user 
ID and password of a user of said first enterprise system.** (Figures 1 and 8; page 11. lines 
22-23), 

The method flirther comprifiing response to receiving a request to complete a 
survey, providing the first enterprise system with access to a survey form stored in a database 
that is replicated at the second enterprise system." (Figures 1 and 8; page 1 1 , lines 7-17 and 
lines 23-26). 

The method further comprising '^cdving response data solicited in the survey 
form." (Figure 9; page 14, lines 11-14). 

The method further comprising *^Ipdating a database at the second enterprise system 
with the response data, the updating including storing the response data in one of a draft 
mode and a final mode designated by the first enterprise system/' (Figure 8; page 12, line 26- 
page 13, lineS). 

The method further comprising 'Svherein said second enterprise system includes a 
development toolkit network tool for executing product development and procurement 
activities." (Figure 1; page 4, lines 21-23). 
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Claim 64 

Claim 64 recites "[a] storage medium encoded with majchine-readable computer 
program code for facilitating product dovclopment and procurement fimctioiis in a 
communications network environment, the storage medium including instruotions for 
causing an mterprise system to implement a method." 

The method comprising "receiving a notification by a remote user of a second 
enterprise system, said notification including data relating to a supplier suxvey» the 
notification generated in response to an assignment of a final mode designator to the supplier 
survey; wheredn the designator is assigned by a first cntetprise system." (Figures 1 and 9; 
page 1 5, lines 1-4; page 6, lines 6-9; page 12, line 26-page 13, line 8). 

The method fiirther consprising ''receiving a request to access a replicated database 
associated with said second enterprise system, said replicated database storing said supplier 
survey " (Figure I; page 5, lines 12-14). 

The method fiirther comprising ' 'authenticating a user ID and a password of said 
remote user." (Figure 1; page 6, lines 6-27) 

The method further comprising ''providing access to said replicated database" and 
"displaying said supplier survey/* (Figurw 1 and 9; page 6, lines 6-27; page 14, lines 14-16). 

The method further comprising ''evaluating supplier input entered into the suppUer 
survey," (Figure 9; page 13, lines 23-28), 

The method further comprising '^providing evaluation resuhs into a remote device 
operated by said remote user" and "storing said data*" (Figure 9; page 14, lines 14-16). 

The method fiirther comprising ' Vherein said enteiprise system includes a 
development toolkit network tool for executing product development and procurement 
activities." (Figures 1 and 9). 
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Claim 73 

Claim 73 recites **[a] storage medium encoded with machine-readable computer 
program code for facilitating product development and procxirement functions in a 
commimications network enviromnent, including a first enterprise system and a second 
enterprise system, the storage medium including instructions for causing said second 
enterprise system to implement a method." 

The method comprising deceiving a request to access a database associated with an 
enterprise system by a remote user/' (Figure 1 ; page 6, lines 25-27; page 7, lines 12-16, lines 
18-22; lines 26-29), 

The method further comprising "authenticating a user ID and a password of said 
remote user/' (page 7, lines 18-30). 

The method further comprising '"replicating said database to a second database of said 
enterpiise system." (page 7^ lines 18-30). 

The method further comprising 'providing access to said second database/' (page 7, 
lines 18-30). 

The method further comprising '^receiving a request for a technology menu, said 
menu comprising at least one technology type/' (Figures 3-4; page 8, lines 17-25)» 

The method flirther comprising "transmitting said technology menu via said 
network." (Figures 3-4; page 8, lines 17-25). 

The method further comprising '"receiving a request for a display of technology sub- 
types firom said at least one technology type/' (Figures 3-4; 2S-29). 

The method further comprising ''receiving said display via said i^twork wherein said 
technology sub-types include at least one technology family/* (Figures 3-5; page 9, lines 12- 
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16). 

The method further comprising ''receiving a request for data corresponding to said at 
least one technology family." (Figures 3-5; page 9, lines 12-16). 

The method fiirther comprising 'transmitting said data corresponding to said at least 
one technology family; wherein said data includes at least one technology supplier/* (Figures 
3-5; page 9, lines 12-16). 

The method further comprising ''wherein further, said enterprise system includes a 
development toolkit network tool for executing product development and procurement 
fimctioijs/* (Figures 1 and 3). 

Claim 84 

Claim 84 recites "[a] method for facilitating product development and procurement 
functions in a communications network environment," 

The method comprising 'deceiving product data and technical information 6x>m a 
plurality of supplier entities via a supplier survey database^ the supplier survey database 
replicated for each of the plurality of supplier entities." (Figures 1 » 8 and 9; page 12» line 5- 
page 14^ line 14). 

The method further comprising ^'associating the product data and technology 
information with a procurement specialist and providing the procurement specialist with 
access to the product data and technical in&imation for analysis." (Figures 8 and 9; page 13, 
line 29*page 14, line 4) 

The method further comprising "receiving results of the analysis fi:om the 
procurement specialist, the results including preferred technology recommendations and 
preferred supplier recommendations/* (Figure 9; page 14, lines 16-28). 

The method further comprising "integrating the product development and technical 
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information with Ac results and with a parts tqjository resulting in a technical roadmap 
guide." (Figure 9; page 14, line'29-page 15, line 24). 

The method further comprising '"providiag a development engineer with access to the 
technical toadmap guide." (page 8, lines 3-12 and lines 25-29). 

Claim 85 

Claim 85 recites "[a] storage medium encoded with machine-readable program code 
for &ciUtating product development and procurement functions in a communications 
neftwork environment^ the program code including instructions for causing a host system to 
implement a method." 

The method comprising ''receiving product data and technical information from a 
plurality of supplier entities via a supplier survey database, the supplier survey database 
replicated for each of the plurality of sxq>pUcr entities,'' (Figunes 1 . 8 and 9; page 12, line 5- 
page 14, line 14), 

The method further comprising "associating the product data and technology 
information with a procurement specialist and providing the procurement specialist with 
access to the product data and technical information for analysis." (Figures 8 and 9; page 13, 
line 29-page 14^ line 4) 

The method further comprising '^receiving results of the analysis fix)m the 
procunement specialist, the results including preferred technology recommendations and 
preferred supplier recommendations." (Figure 9; page 14| lines 16-28). 

The method further comprising "integrating the product developm^t and technical 
mfonnation with the results and with a parts repository resulting in a technical roadmap 
guide.*' (Figure 9; page 14, line 29-pagB 15, lino 24). 

The method furdier comprising '^providing a devdopnient engineer with access to the 
technical roadms^ guide." (page 8* lines 3-12 and lines 2S-29). 
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GROUNDS OF REJECTION TO BE REVIEWED ON APPEAL 

Claims 1-5, 7-14, 16, 17, 20-23, 26-36, 38-52, 54-61, 63, 64, 67-70 and 73-85 
have been rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being allegedly anticipated by Ayoock et al. 
The rejection of claims 1-5, 7-14, 16, 17, 20-23, 26-36, 38-52, 54-61, 63, 64, 67-70 and 
73-85 as being allegedly anticipated by Aycock et al. is to be reviewed on appeal. 

Claims 15, 1 8, 37, 62, 65 have been rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
allegedly unpatentable over Aycock et aL The rejection of claims 15» 18, 37, 62, 65 as 
being allegedly unpatentable over Aycock et al. is to be reviewed on appeal 

ARGUMECT 

Reicctloii of Claims l-5> 7-14> 16. 17. 2(>-23> 26-^6, 38-52. 54-6h 63. 64, 67>70 and 73- 
85 

Qaims 1-5, 7-14, 16, 17, 20-23, 26-36, 38-52, 54-61, 63, 64, 67-70 and 73-85 
have been rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b> as being allegedly anticipated by Aycock et al. 

The Examiner states with respect to claim 1, that Aycock et al. disclose a method 
for facilitating product development and procurement ftmctions in a communications 
network envirotmient, comprising receiving a request from a first entezprise system to 
contact a web site maintained by a second enterprise system* said second enterprise 
system authenticating a user ID and password of a user of said first entezprise system* In 
support, the Examiner sites col. 3, line 62-col. 4, line 2; col. 10, lines 17-42 and 49-67; 
col. 11, lines 1-9; Figure 2. The Examiner further states that Aycock et al. disclose '"in 
response to receiving a request to complete a survey, providing the first enterprise system 
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with access to a siuvey form stored in a database that is rq>licated at the second enterprise 
system" and cites col. 3, line 62-coll. 4, line 6; col 10, lines 55-67; col. 1 1, lines 1*9; coL 
12, lines 14-16; Figure 2; in support. Referring to column 3, line 61 throu^ column 4, 
line 6» Aycock et aL disclose a supplier interface that enables a supplier to '^electronically 
download the KFP/RFQ, which may be in the form of an executable code or a protected 
data file." Responses to questions may be *^Q)loaded" to the main processing system 6S 
(col. 1 1, lines 3-5). Aycock et al. fail to disclose a survey form, but rather teach a 
Request for Quotation (RFQ) or Request for Proposal (RFP) (coL 1. lines 48-49) that is 
implemented. Additionally, Aycock et al. fail to disclose providing the first enterprise 
system with access to a survey form stored in a database that is replicated at the second 
enterprise system. The Examiner's statement that "[djownloading data fi?om a database, 
which is copying the data to a local location, is essentially the same function as 
replicating the date" (Office Action dated 12/22/04, page 9) is in error. Downloading 
data, a file, or document is not equivalent to database repUcation (emphasis added). 
Database replication is a process that allows multiple copies of a database to be provided 
on different servers. A "database** is not synonymous with a ^'document" (i,e,, supplier 
responses). Nor is "downloading" equivalent to '"replication." 

The Examiner fbrther states that Aycock et al. disclose receiving a request from a 
supplier to complete a supplier evaluation form. Aycock et al. is devoid of teaching a 
specific entity requesting an evaluation form, but rather teach a "generation of a request 
for proposal or request for quotation (RFP/RFQ), providing the RFP/RFQ to a supplier* 
Receiving the supplier responses, and calculating a supplier compUanoe level. . (col. 5, 
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lines 13-15). Th^ aforementioned Usting of steps, as lecited in Aycock et al.. occur fiom 
the perspective of the qualU^ enterprise (i.e., the main processing system), not the 
suppUer entity. Thus, Aycock et al, does not explicitly teach receiving a request from a 
supplier, aa suggeated by tiie Examiner. 

The Examiner flmher states ihat Aycock et al. teach "updating a database at the 
second enterprise system ^th the response data, the updating including storing the 
,esp<Dnse data in one of a draft mode and a final mode designated by the first enterprise 
.ystcm." nie Examiner cites col. 11. lines 1-9; col. 11. line 63-cd. 12, line 13; col. 13. 
lines 55-61; Figure 3. in support. Referring to cohimn 13, lines 55-61. Aycock et al. 
disclose "Whe W processmg-based system 104 loads the first RFP/RFQ question or 
niaturity^requirement from the RFP/RFQ template file 102 in step 122 and displays the 
question. If there is a previously-stored vendor response file 106. the suppUer self- 
evaluation system automatically loads the stored answer in step 124 and prompts the 
auppUer whether the answer should be accepted or rejected. In response to the prompt, 
the suppUer will either accept the loaded answer, or will edit the answer with the 
appropriate response." Aycock et al. is devoid of teaching storing the response data in 
one of a draft mode and a final mode. Accepting or rqecting a stored answer as taught by 
Aycock et al. is not equivalent to storing response data in one of draft mode and final 
mode. 

The Examiner further states that Aycock et al- teach "wherein said second 
enterprise system includes a development tooMt networic tool for executing ptoduct 
development and procurement activities" and dtes col. 7, lines 56-59; col. 9. line 3-ool. 
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10, lino 67^ in support. Aycock does not specifically teach a developinent toolkit network 
application. 

Claims 2-5, 7-14^ and 16 should be patentable as depending from what should be 
an allowable independent claim. 

Claim 2 should also be allowable as setting forth patentable subject matter in and 
of itself. Claim 2 recites "in response to receiving a request to view a completed survey, 
replicating a database associated said second enteiprifie system resulting fiom the request 
to view a completed survey; providing access to said database; displaying a list of 
surveys, said surveys previously completed by said first enterprise system; retrieving one 
of said surveys fiom said database in response to a request to view a selected survey; and 
displaying said selected survey." The Examiner cites col 12, line S7-col. 13, line 14; 
Figure 3, coL 10, lines 60-67; coL 13, lines 55-61, in support. 

Aj9 indicated above, with respect to claim 1, Aycock et al. is devoid of teaching 
database replication. For at least these reasons, claim 2 is not anticipated by Aycock et al. 

Claim 3 should also be allowable as setting forth patentable subject znatt^ in and 
of itself. Claim 3 recites "wherein the receiving a request to complete a survey includes: 
receiving a request to select a survey type from a list of survey type options, and 
associating said survey form with a technical representative of said second enterprise 
system/* The Examiner cites col. 9, lines 3-67; Figures 2 and 3, in support. There is 
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Simply no teaching or suggestion in Aycock et al. of a request to select a survey type from 
a list of survey type options. Nor is there any teaching that the survey form is associated 
with a technical representative. For at least these reasons, claim 3 is not anticipated by 
Aycock et al. 

Claim 4 should also be allowable as setting forth patentable subject matter in and 
of itself. Claim 4 recites "receiving an attached file with response data." The Examiner 
cites coL 12. Unes 14-67; col. 13. lines 5-12. in support. Again, there is no teaching or 
Buggeation of an attached file with response data. For at least these reasons, claim 4 is not 

anticipated by Aycock et al. 

Claim 5 should also be allowable as setting forth patentable subject matter in and 
of itself. Claim 5 recites ^Svherein said storing said survey fomi includes storing said 
survey form in a draft mode at said second enterprise system." The Examiner cites col. 
13. lines 55-61; Rgure 3, in support. As indicated above with respect to clsim 1. Aycock 
et al. does not teach storing a survey fiom in draft mode. For at least these reasons, claim 
5 is not anticipated by Aycock et al. 

Claim 7 should also be allowable as setting forth patentable subject matter m and 
of itself. Claim 7 recites "wherein said storing said survey forni in a final mode occurs at 
said second enterprise system." The Examiner cites col. 13. lines 5-12 and 55-61. in 
support.. As indicated above with respect to claim 1. Aycock et al. does not teach storing 
a survey in final mode. For at least, these reasons, claim 7 is not anticipated by Aycock et 
al. 

Claim 8 should also be allowable as setting forth patentable subject matter in and 
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Of itself. Claim 8 recites "wherein said storing said survey form in said final mode 
includes: transmitting a notification to a representative of said second enterprise system 
and making available said survey fonn to said second enterprise system." Tho Examiner 
cites col. 11, Une63-col. 12. line 27, in support. As indicated above with tespectto claim 
1, Aycock et al, does not teach or suggest storing a survey form in final mode. Nor does 
Aycoek teach or suggest notifying a representative of the second enterprise system (i.e., 
the qualifying enterprise) of the survey form once stored in finatmode. For at least these 
8, claim 8 ia not anticipated by Aycock et al. 



reasons, 



Claim 9 should also be allowable as setting forth patentable subject matter in and 
of itself. Claim 9 recites ' 'receiving a request to access a stored survey form from said 
database, retrieving said stored survey ferm from said database, transmitting said stored 
survey form to said first enterprise system, said fi«t enterprise editing said stored survey 
form, receiving edits to said stored survey form and storing said survey foim in said 
database." TheBxaminer cites col. 13. lines 49-61. in support. However. Aycock et al. 
does not teach receiving a request to access a stored survey form and editing the survey 
form. For at least these reasons, claim 9 is not anticipated by Aycock et al. 

Claim 10 should also be allowable as setting forth patentable subject matter in and of 
itself. ClaimlOrecites-whereinsaideditingisinadraftmode.'- The Examiner cites col. 
13. lines 49-61. in support. As indicated above with respect to claim 1. Aycock et al. is 
devoid of teaching a draft mode. For at least these reasons, claim 10 is not anticipatedby 
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Aysodc et b1. 

Claim 1 1 should also be allowable as setting forth patentable subject matter in and 
of itself. Claim 1 1 recites ' Vherein said transmitting said survey form includes 
replicating said database t© said second enteiprise system and designating said survey 
fonn as anew entry." TTie Examiner cites col. 14, lines 9-21, in support Aaindicated 
above with respect to claim 1 . Aycock et al does not teach or suggest replicating a 
database. For at least theae reasons, claim 1 1 is not anticipated by Aycock et al. 

Claim 12 should also he aUowable as setting forth patentable subject matter in and 
of itself. Claim 12 recites 'Vherein said storing said survey form includes storing said 
survey form in a final mode." The Examiner cites col. 14, lines 9-21. in support. As 
indicated above with respect to claim 1, Aycock et al. does not teach or suggest a final 
mode for storing survey forms. For at least these reasons, claim 12 is not anticipated by 
Aycock et al. 

Claim 13 should also be allowable as setting forth patentable subject matter in and 
of itself. Claim 13 recites 'Vherein said storing said survey form in said final mode 
causes a notification to be transmitted to a representative of said second enterprise 
system." The Examiner cites col. 14, lines 9-21, in support. As indicated above with 
respect to claim 1, Aycock et al. is devoid of teaching or suggesting a final mode for a 
survey form. Moreover, Aycock et al .- fiuls to teach that the storing of the survey form 
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causes a notification to be transmitted to a representative of the second enteiprise system 
(i.e,» the qualifying enterprise). For at least these reasons, claim 13 is not anticipated by 
Aycock et al. 

Claim 14 should also be allowable as setting forth patentable subject matter in and 
of iteelf. Claim 14 recites 'Vherein said communications network envinHmient includes 
an extranet." The Examiner cites col. 10. lines 17-23; Figure 2, in support. The 
Examiner-scontcntion that ancxtranetis taught byAycocketal. is in error. lUereis 
simply no teaching in Aycock et al. of an extranet used as the communications network. 
Rather. Aycock teaches •the business tcmiinal system 70a may be remotely accessible to 
the main processing system 68 via, for example, a communication network 72" (col. 10. 
lines 20-23). For at least these reasons, claim 14 is not anticipated by Aycock et al. 

Claim 17 recites "receiving a notification by a remote user of a second enterprise 
system, said notification inctading data relating to a auppUer survey, the notification 
generated in response to an assignment of a final mode designator to the supplier survey, 
wherein the designator is assigned by a first enterprise system; 

receiving a request to access a replicated databaae associated with said second 
enteiprise system, said repUcated database storing said supplier survejr, 

authenticating a user ID and a password of said remote user; 
providing access to said replicated database; 
displaying said supplier survey; 
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evaluating supplier input entered into the suppUer survey, 

providing evaluation results into a remote device operated by said remote user; and 

storing said data; 

wherein said enteipriae system includes a development toolkit network tool for 
executing product development and procurement activitieB." 

Claim 1 7 is not anticipated by Aycock et al. at least for ihe reasons advanced 
above with respect to claim 1 . Claims 20-23 should be patentable as depending ftom 
what should be an allowable independent claim. 

Claim 20 should alsobe allowable as setting forthpatentable subject matter in and of 
itself. Claim 20 recites "wherein said repUcated database resides on a remote device." As 
indicated above, Aycock et al. is devoid of teaching or suggesting database repUcation. For 
at least these reasons, claim 20 is not anticipated by Aycock et al. 

Claim 23 should also be allowable as setting forth patentable subject matter in and 
of itself. aaim23 recites 'Vherein said entering said data includes rating said supplier 
survey, and wherem said rating includes providing markings to said survey, said markings 
designating a preferred status." The Examiner cites Abstract; col. 2, line 60^ol. 3, line 
35; col. 6, Une 55-col. 7, line 13. in support Aycock et al. does not teach or suggest 
providing markings to a survey designating a preferred status . For at least these reasons, 
claim 23 is not anticipated by Aycock. 

Claim 26 recites "receiving a request to access a database associated with an 
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enterprise system by a lemotc user; 

authenticating a user ID and a password of said remote user, 
replicating said database to a second database of said enterprise system; 
providing access to said second database; 

receivir^ a request for a teohnology menu, said menu coniprising at least one 
technology type; 

transmitting said technology menu via said network; 

receiving a request for a display of technology sub-types from said at least one 
technology type; 

receiving said display via said network wherein said technology sub-types include at 
least one technology family; 

receiving a request for data corresponding to said at least one technology femily. and 

IxaiiBmitting said data corresponding to said at least one technology femily; wherein 
said data includes at least one technology supplier; and 

wherein further, said enterprise system includes a development toolkit 
network tool for executing product development and procurement fimctions." 

Claim 26 is not anticipated by Aycock et al. for at least the reasons advanced above 
with respect to claim 1 . Notwithstanding, Aycock ct al., does not teach or suggest receiving 
arequest foratechnology menu. Nor doesAyoocketal-teachatechnologytypepiovidedby 

the menu. Nor does Aycock et al. teach or suggest a request for display of technology sub- 
types ftom said at least one technology type, nor that the technology sub-types include at 
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etal. 

Claims27.36shouldbepatentd,leasdepeiulingfromwhatWdbe 
independent claim. 

Claim 37 is not anticipated by Aycock et al. Claims 38-47 should be patentable as 
depending &om what should be an aUowable independent claim 37. 

ClBimSSahouldalsobeallowable as netting forthpatentablesubjectmaterinairf 

itself. Claim 38 recites 'Vherein a fiont end database is stored in said first data storage 
device;' Aycockctal. is dcvoidofteachingafiontenddatabasestoredin^fii^datastora^ 

device. For at least these reasons, claim 38 is not anticipated by Aycock et al. 

Claim 39 should also be allowable as setting forthpatentable subject matter in and of 
itself. Claim39redtes'Vhereinanengineeringnctebookdatabaseis^tedinsaidfirstda^ 
etoragedevice."AycockctaLisdevoidofteacbinsanengineering«oteb«^^ 
least these reasons, claim 39 is not anticipated by Aycock et aL 

Claim 40shouldalsobe aUowable assettingforthpatentablesubjectmatterinandrf 
itsdfClaim40recites'^vhereinatechnology survey databaseisstoredinsaidsecondda^ 
ston^ed^ce." Aycock etal. is devoid of teaching a technology survey database. Forat 
least these reasons, claim 40 is not anticipated by Aycock et aL 

aaim 41 shouldalso beallowable as setting forthpatentable subject matter in and of 
itself, aaim 41 recites '^t end database is replicated to a remote nctworic device," 
Aycock et al. is devoid of teaching a front end database. Aycock et al. is also devo.d of 
teaching database replication. For at least these reasons, claim 41 is not anticipated by 

Aycock et al. 
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remote network device." Aycock et ai. is devoid of teaching an engineering notebook 
database. Aycock et al* is also devoid of teaching database replication. For at least these 
reasons, claim 42 is not anticipated by Aycock et al. 

Claim 43 should also be allowable as setting forth patentable subj ect matter in and of 
it$elf. Claim 43 recites * therein said technology survey database is replicated to a remote 
networic device over an extranet network cotmeotion,** Aycock et al. is devoid of teaching a 
technology survey database. Aycock et al. is also devoid of teaching database rephcation. 
Morever, Aycock et aL is devoid of teaching an extranet. For at least these reasons, claim 43 
is not anticipated by Aycock et al. 

Claim 44 should also be allowable as setting forth patentable mbj ect matter in and of 
itself. Claim 44 recites *Svherein said fiont end application includes a technology selector 
application." Aycock et al. is devoid of teaching a front end application that includes a 
technology selector application. For at least these reasons^ claim 44 is not anticipated by 
Aycock et al» 

Claim 45 should also be allowable as setting forth patentable subject matter in and of 
itself. Claim 45 recites * 'wherein said engineering notebook application includes a road maps 
application.*' Aycock et al. is devoid of teaching an engineering notebook application. 
Aycock et al* is fiirther devoid of teaching a roadmaps qf>plicatioiL For at least these reasons, 
claim 45 is not anticipated by Aycock et al. 

Claim 46 should also be allowable as setting forth patentable subject matter in and of 
itself. Claim 46 recites ^Vherein said technology surveys database includes a supplier 
comparison application." Aycock et al. is devoid of teaching a technology surveys database. 
Aycock et al. is further devoid of teaching a supplier comparison implication. For at least 
these reasons, claim 46 is not anticipated by Aycock et al. 

Claim 47 should also be allowable as setting forth patentable subject matter in and of 
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itself. Claim 47 recites '^technology surveys database includes a supplier technology survey 
application/' Aycock et al. is devoid of teaching a supplier technology survey application. 
For at least these reasons^ claim 47 is not anticipated by Aycock ct al. 

Claim 48 recites a storage medium encoded with machine-readable computer 
program code for facilitating product development and procurement functions in a 
communications network environment. The program code includes instructions for 
performing a method substantially simlUr to that recited in claim 1 . For at least this 
reason, claim 48 is not anticipated by Aycock et al 

Claims 49-52, 54-16, and 63 should be patentable as depending from what should 
be an allowable independent claim* 

Claim 64 recites a storage medium encoded with machine<readable oomputcnr 
program code for facilitating product development and procurement functians in a 
communications network environment. The program code includes instructions for 
performing a method substantially similar to that recited in claim 17. For at least this 
reason, claim 64 is not anticipated by Aycock et al. 

Claims 67-70 should be patentable as depending from what should be an 
allowable independent claim. 

Claim 73 recites a storage medium encoded with machine-readable computer 
program code for facilitating product development and procurement functions in a 
communications network environment. The program code includes instructions for 
perfomiing a method substantially similar to that recited in claim 26. For at least this 
reason, claim 73 is not anticipated by Aycock et al. 
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Claims 74-83 sbo^ad be patentable as depending fiom what should be an 
allowable independeat claim. 

Claims 84 and 85 reeite a method and storage medium, respectively, for feciUtating 
product developmetitandpiocwementiunctionsinacoiiunumc^^^ 
Themethodcomprises'Veceivingproductdataandtechmcalinfinmationtoapl^^ 

supplier entities via a supplier survey database, the aupplier survey database replicated for 
each of the plurality of suppUer entities; 

• associatingtheproductdataandtechnologyinformation^ithapioc^ 
and providing the procurement specialist with access to the product data and technical 
infonnation fbf analysis; 

recdvingreaultaoftheanalj^isfiomtheprocurementapedaUst.*^ 
preferred technology recommendations and preferred supplier recommendations; 

integrating the product development and technical infonnation with the results 
with a parts repository resulting in a technical loadmap guide; and 

providing a development engineer with access to the technical toadmap guide." 

For at least the reasons advanced above with respect to claims 1. 1 7. 26. 37. 64. and 
73, claimfl 84 and 85 are not anticipated by Ayoock et al. 

Heiection p tTMnx^ IS. 18- 17. 62. 6S 

Claims 15. 18. 37. 62, and 65 have been rejected as being aUegedly unpatentable 

ovCT Ayoock et aL 
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Cl«m W should b. patenUWe « being dep«Klcnt upon Ao»M be » 
^o«bl,ind=p»d».ctalnLC.»im,Sd,o„ld..»b=.l.o^Ie«s««ng8>rt. 

p„»Ub..»*j«.n««=rinandofi«.f. CI-- U «ci,« "whcrdn »d :«eivtog ,.d 
„«c«ioni.vi.«..U«oniom»l." ThoB«mn«conc«.«*« A,oookdo«no. 
di.clo«*l.f«««bu.oon,=^*«»*f»*.re,,c»ldte«b.«.obviou..«oneof 

A«cnWy.tt«»Wno,havebconob,io».»modlfyA,cock»unplem«. 

•1 fl,.i!.mta«!Ui!aesB. For rtloastthMe reasons, claim 18 IS 
notificalionj by nnail, as flie Ixammet ju»s««»- 

patentable ovor Aycock et al. 

a^37isnotantidpatedbyAycoc.etal.for.lcastthc^nsa^^^^^^^ 
^^.especttoclai.. Clain.37recUes"ralsy.«nforf^ii:atinB^ 
andprocurement ft«ictioas in anrtwark environment, comprxsang: 

ahost^ten.includingawe.^er,-applicationsse..er.a„da^^^^ 

a fixst data storage device in conmnnrication^th said host system; 

a second data storage device in conun^cation with said host system; 

adevelopmcnttoolkitnetworlcapplicationbeingexecutedbysaidhostsyst^n; 

afirewall in communication with said host system; 
a workstation; and 
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a computer network coimecting the host system to the workstation; 

wherein the development toolkit network application performs: 

in response to receiving a request from the workstation to complete a survey, 
providing the workstation with access to a survey form stored in a database associated with 
the second storage device, the database replicated at the second enterprise system; 

receiving response data solicited in the survey fonn; and 

updating the second database with the response data, the updating including storing 
the response data in one of a draft mode and a final mode designated by the first enterprise 
system." 

Claim 62 is patentable as being depwident upon what should be an allowable 
independent claim. Claim 65 is patentable as being dependent upon what should be an 
allowable independent claim. 
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rnNrxusiON 

In view of the foregolce. it is urged that the final rejection of claims 1-5. 7-18. 20- 
23, 26-52, 54-65, 67-70 and 73-85 be overtumed- The final rejection is in error and 
should be reversed. The fee set forth in 37 CFR 41. 20(bX2) is enclosed herewith. If 
there are any additional ch^es with respect to this Appeal Brief; or otherwise, please 
charge them to Deposit Account No. 50-0510 maintained by Appellants' assignee. 

Respectflilly submitted, 
ROBERT D. HAYES, ET AL. 
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ri.ATM APPEM>IX 

1. A method for faciUtating product development and procurement functions in a 
communications network environment, comprising: 

recdvixyfarequestWatotcirteipriscsystemtocontact^websitemdau^ 

A second enterprise system; 

said second enteipriae system autbenticatingauser ID andpasswordofauserofsaid 

first enterprise system; 

in response to recdvingareciuest to con^leteasurvey.providing the fe^ 
gystem with access to a survey form stored in a database that is repUcated at the second 
enterprise system; 

receiving response data solicited in the survey form; and 

updating a database at the second enterprise system .vith the response data, the 
updating including storing the response data in one of a draft mode and a final mode 
designated by the first enterprise system; 

wherein said second enterprise system includes a development tooUdt network 
tool for executing product development and procurement activities. 

2. The method of claim 1, further comprising: 

in response to receiving a request to view a completed survey. lepUcating a 
database associated said second enterprise system resulting from the request to view a 

completed survey; 

providing access to said database; 
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displaying a list of surveys, said surveys previously completed by said first enterprise 
system; 

retrieving one of said surveys from said database in response to a request to view a 
selected survey; and 

displaying said selected survey. 

3. Hie method of claim 1, wherein the receiving a request to complete a survey 

inctudes: 

receiving a request to select a survey type from a Ust of survey tjpe options; 
and 

associating said survey form with a technical represenUtive of said secwid enterprise 

system. 

4. The method ofclaimUftnther comprising: 
receiving an attached file with said response data. 

5. The method of claim 1 , wherein said storing said survey fomi in a draft mode 
occurs at said second enterprise system. 

6. (Cancelled). 

7. Themethodofclaiml.whereiasaidstoringsaidsurveyformafinalmodcoccura 
at aaid second entwprise system. 

8. -me method of claim 1, wherein said storing said survey form in said finalmode 

includes: 

transmitting a notification tc a repreaeatative of said second enterprise system; and 
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making available said survey fiwm to said second eatetprise system. 
9. The method of claim 3, further comprising: 
receiving a lequfist to access a stored survey form ftom said database; 
retrieving said stored survey fimn from said database; 

transmitting said stotx:d purvey form to said first enterprise system, said first 
enterprise editing said stored survey form; 

receiving edits to said stored survey form; and 
storing said survey form in said database. 

10. TTie method of claim 9, wherein said editing is in a draft mode. 
11 The method of claim 9. wherein said transmitting said survey form includes 
^licating said database to said second enterprise system and designating said survey fonn 

as a new entry* 

12. The method of claim 9. .yherdn said storing said survey fom. includes storing 
said survey fonn in a fixiAl mode. 

13 Themethodofcl«ml2.wh«reinsaid8toringsaidsuiveyfomiinsaidfinalmode 
causesanotiflcadontobatrar^mittedtoarepresentative of said second enters 

14. The method of claim 1. wherein said communications network environment 

includes an extranet. 

15. The method of claim 1, wherein said authenticating said user ID and said 
password is accompUshed via a flrewaU. 

16. The method of claim U wherein said user is a supplier. 
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17. A method for facilitating product development and piocurement functions in 
a communications network environment, comprising: 

receiving a notification by a remote user of a second enterprise system, said 
notification includingdatarelatingtoasuppliersurvey.thenotificati^^ 
to «na8«snm«itofafinal mode designatortothe supplier survey.wherein^^ 

assigned by a first enterprise system; 

receiving a request to access a replicated database associated ^ith said second 
eaterprise system, said repUcated database storing said supplier survey; 

authenticating a user ID and a password of said remote user; 

providing access to said replioatcd database; 

displaying said suppliCT survey; 

evaluating supplier input entered into the suppUer survey; 

providing evaluation result, into a remote device operated by said remote user; and 
SEtoring said data; 

wherein said enterprise system includes a development toolkit network tool 
for executing product development and procurement activities. 

18. The method of claim 17. wherein said receiving said notification is via an 
electronic mail. 

19. (Cancelled), 

20. Ttemethodofclaimn.whereinsaidrepUcateddatabaseresidesanatemote 

device. 
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21. The method Of Claim 17. wheremsMdetttering said data includes providing 
feedback infonnation to a suppUer. said suppUer associated with said suppUer survey. 

22. The method of claim n. wherein said entering said data includes rating said 
supplier survey. 

23. The method of claim 22. wherein said rating includes providing markings to 
said survey, said markings designating a preferred status. 

24. (Cancelled). 

25. (Cancelled) 

26. A method for feciUtating product development and procurement functions in a 
communications network environment, comprising: 

receiving a request to access a database associated with an enterprise system by a 
remote user, 

authenticating a user ID and a password of said remote user; 
repUcating said database t» a second database of said enterprise system; 
providing access to said second database; 

receiving a request for a technology menu, said menu comprising at least one 
technology type; 

transmitting said technology menu via said network; 

receiving a request for a dis^^lay of technology sub-types from said at least one 
technology type; 

receiving said display via said network wher«n said technology sub-types include at 



least one technology family; 
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iccdving arequestfor data corrwpondmg to said at least one technology femily; and 
tt^tting said data conesponding to said at least one technology family, wherein 

said data includes at least one technology supplie'; and 

wherein &rther, said enterprise system includes a development, tooUdt 

network tool for executing product development and procurement flmctiona. 

27. The method of claim 26, wherein said technology menu, said technology types, 
and said technology sub-types are retrievable from a first database. 

28. The method of claim 26, wherein said data corresponding to said at least one 
technology family is retrievable from a second database. 

29. The method of claun 26, further comprising: 

receiving a request fer data corresponding to said at least one technology suppUer, 
said data including an item from said supplier technology comparison list; and 

transmitting a technology survey response. 

30. The method of29, wherein said technology survey lesponseis rated, said survey 
including preferredness designations. 

31. The method of claim 30. wherein said designations are provided by a 
procurement engineer of said enterprise system. 

32. Tbe method of 29, wherein said technology survey response is not rated. 

33. The method of claim 26, fiirther comprising: 

transmitting a hypertext link from said technology survey response, said link 
corresponding to a supplier's web site. 

34. Ti„methodofclflim26.whereinsaidprovidingaccesstosaiddatabaseincludes 
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lepUcating said database to a second database. 

35. The method of claim 26, wherein said request for said data is initiated by a 
development engineer of said second entesrprise system. 

36. The method of claim 26, wherein said commimications network environment is 
an intranet. 

37. A syst«n for facilitating product development and procurement flmcrions in a 
network environment, comprising: 

a host system including a web server, an appUcations server, and a database server. 

a first data storage device in communication with said host system; 

a second data storage device in coimnunication with said host system; 

a development toolkit network application being executed by said host system; 

a firewall in conmiunlcatlon with said host system; 

a woikatatioa; and 

a computer network connecting Ihe host system to the workstation; 

wherein the development toolkit network appUcation performs: 

inresponse to receivingarequest from the workstation to completeasurvey. 
providing the workstation with access to a survey fomi stared in a database associated with 
the second storage device, the database replicated at the second enterprise system; 

receiving response data solicited in the survey form; and 

updating the second database with the response data, the updating including storing 
the response data in one ofadraft mode andafinal mode designated by the first enterpnse 
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system. 



38. The system of claim 37, wherein a front end database is stored m said first data 
storage device. • 

39. The system of claim 37. wherein an engineering notebook database is stored in 
said first data storage device. 

40. Tl,esystemofclaim37.whereinatechnology8urveydatabaseis8taredinsaid 

second data storage device. 

41. ThesystemofcldinBS.whereinsaid&ontHiddatabaseisreplicatedtoaicmote 

network device. 

42. Thc8ystemofclaiin39.whereinsaidengineeringnotebookdatabasei8^^^ 

to a remote network device. 

43. Thesyst6mofclaim40.wherein8aidtechnologysurveydataba8eisreplicatedto 

aremote network device over an extranet network connection. 

44. The system of claim38,wheretosaid front end application includesatedmology 

selector application, 

45. The systemof claim 39. wherein add engineering notebook application includes 
a road maps applioation. 

46. The system of claim 40. wherein said technology surveys database includes a 
guppUer comparison application. 

47. The system of claim 40, whcn^in said technology surveys database includes a 
supplier technology survey application. 
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48 A Storage medium encoded with n««:hine.readable computer piogram code for 
faciUtatine Product development and ptocutement functions in a communications network 
envitomnent. induding.fet enterprise system and a second ente=rprise system, the storage 
medium including instmctions for causing said second «i1«prise system to unplement a 
method, comprising: 

receivingaiequestfromafirst enterprise system to contactawebsitemam^^ 

a second enterprise system; 

sddsecondenterprise system authenticatingausernJ and passwoidofau^^ 

first enterprise system; 

mMpon«toTec«vmga«p..stloooi«.lctea«rvey.p«^»id««"«^ 

enterprise system; 

receiving response data soUcited in the survey form; and 

updating a database at the second enterprise system with the response data, the 
updating inchiding storing the response data in one of a draft mode and a final mode 
designated by the first enterprise system; 

wherein said second enterprise system includes adevelopmenttoolkit network tool 
forfaciUtatingcommunicationbetweensaidf.stenten«ise and said secondente^^^^^ 

Wherein further, said development toolkit network tool executes product development and 
procurement activities. 

49.Thestoragemediumofclaim48,furthercon,,riainBin«tructi^ 
second enterprise system to implement: 

inrespom^eto receiving arequest to view a completed survey. tepUcatlng a database 
associated^thsddsecond enterprise systemresultingformtherequesttoviewa 
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survey; 

providing access to said database; 

displaying alist of surveys, said suiveyspreviously completed by said first enterprise 
aystem; 

„tricving one of sdd surveys ftom said database in response to a request to view a 
selected survey; and 

displaying said selected survey. 

50. -me Storage medium of claim 48. wherein the receivir^ a request to complete a 

survey includes: 

receiving a request to select a survey type fiom a list of survey type options; 

and 

associating said survey form with a technical representative of said second enterprise 

system. 

51. The 8toragemediumofcUim48. further comprifiii^instrac^^^ 
second enterprise system to implennent: 

receiving an attached file with said response data. 

52. Tl,estoragemcdiumofclaim48.wher^s«idstorinfisaidsurveyfortninadr^ 
mode occurs at said second enterprise system. 

53. (Cancelled) 

54. Thestoragemedi«xnofclflim48.whereir»saidstoring8aidsurveyfonntaafinal 
mode occurs at said second enterprise system. 
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55. TTic storage medium of claim 48. wherein said storing said survey form in said 

final mode inclxjdes: 

transmittiflfi a notification to a repf tentative of said second enterprise system; and 
making said survey f6rm available to said second enterprise system. 

56. TTicstoragcmcdiumofclaimSOJmtheroomprisinginstnKtiansfo^ 
second enterprise system to implement: 

receiving a i«iuest to access a stored survey form ftom said database; 
retrieving said stored survey form ftom said database; 

transmitting said stored survey form to said first enterprise system, said first 
enterprise system editing said stored survey form; 

receiving eidits to said stored survey form; and 
storing said survey form in said database. 

57. The storage medium of claim 56. wherein said editing is in a draft mod*. 
58 m storage medium of claim 56. wherein said transmitting said survey fom, 
includes repUcating said database to said second enterprise system and designating said 

survey form as a new entry, 

59. The storagemediumof claim 56, wherein asidstoringsaid survey form includes 

Storing said survey form in a final mode. 

60 Th.«orag=medimnofotaun59.i»heiein«dd«oril«s«d»"lvcyfbnninMid 

system. 

61. The storage medium of claim 48. whardn said communications network 
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eaviiomneot includes an extranet, 

62. The storage medium of claim 48, wherein said authenticating said user ID and 
said password is acconiplished via a firewaU. 

63. The storage medium of claim 48, wherein said \jser is a supplier. 

64. A storage medium encoded with machine-readable computer program code for 
facilitating product development and procurement functions in a communications network 
enviromnent. the storagemedium including instructions for causing an enterprise systemto 
implement a method, comprising: 

receiving a notification by a remote user of a second enterprise system, said 
notificationincludingdatarelatingtoasuppliexsurvey.thenotificationgeneratedm 

to an assignment of a final mode desigriator to the suppUer survey, wherein the desigoator is 
assigned by a first enterprise system; 

receiving a request to access a replicated database associated with said second 
enterprise system, said lepUcated database storing said suppUer survey; 

authenticating a user ID and a password of said remote user; 

providing access to said replicated database; 

displaying said supplier survey; 

evaluating suppUer input entered into the supplier survey; 

providing evaluation results into a remote device operated by said remote user; and 

Storing said data; 

wherein said enterprise system includes a development toolkit network tool 
for executing product development and procurement activities. 
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66. (Cancelled). 

67. n.. m^«« of Claim 64. v*«.in mi «pUc««i d«.ba.e reside, on . 

remote device* 

68 The .».gen«di« of cUum 64. thereto «ud entering .«d to m.l«d« 
p^viding ftcdb^ infonn-ion ,o . m^n^. ^ -wBer .«oeia«d ««h said euppber 

sxirvey, 

69. Tl.eat«asemediumofclaim64,whcrein,aidentcringsaiddatain^^^^^ 
said supplier survey. 

70. The storage medium of ckim 69. wherein said rating includes providing 
markings to said survey, said markings designftting ft preferred status, 

71, (Cancelled). 

72, (Cancelled). 

73 A«arwn»di«m«Kodrf«id.m«Wn.-r.ad»W.compo«rprogramcod.f<« 
^m«*.gprodnc.d.vetopn,on.»dp™c«em««S«>c.ion.to.co».»^o^n^ 

.„™,,.inc.uding.flr««te^».y«=m-^'>™°*'««>>™«''™»^'^ 

including ta..™.ione fiT »u»ng »nd .»ond cnten.™e .i».em to m-plemen. 

method, comprising: 

deriving a «,u«« .0 recess a d«*«. -»ci.ted »i<h enteqnfac «..«n by . 

remote user; 

anthenticiiting a user ID and a password of said remote user; 
repUcating said database to a second database of said enterprise system; 
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providing access to said second database; 

receiving a request for a technology menu, said menu comprising at least one 
technology type; 

transmitting said technology menu via said network; 

receiving a request for a display of technology sub-typcs from said at least one 
technology type; 

least one technology family; 

aXi iM includes M IsMt one twtaology »ui>pUer, and 

toftd. «dd «««prl« .yum tad»d.. « d«-d=pn««l toolkit 
netwotk «»1 fcr ^^V^ dclopmc* ->d proo««m=«* Bmcdon.. 

74 Th.«6»«.m«BmBof<>l.im73.wh«*»id.«l-.lo8y"»'^""^«*^^ 
,,p«,„d.dd««*ootogy«b^««"««.bleftom.fi««d«A»t. 

75. Th,*>..g=mcai»mofol.im73,wl>«i,.siddd«.oone*o»Ji»gto«ld«l-« 
technology ftmily i> «tri™4.1. flom . second dat*MO. 

76. Th.«o««.modiumofchin,73.i>^»mpri«ngins,™cdo».fa«^ 
enterprise systan to implement; 

requesting data corresponding to said at least one technology suppUer. said data 
inch«!inganitemflom said supplier technology comparison list; and 

viewing a technology survey response. 
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77, T.» s.o«8. m«li«m of c.«m 76 .hcrcrn .«d technology .««sr «.p<»«. i. 
«t«l, sjid survey iiKludii«p«ferTedne»ds«»nBtioM. 

,8. Th=«onM^n»liumofcl«m77whaota«ddd.,isn«io.««I»vitol1.ya 
proogi=mcM CDStowrof «ald .econd atnpriw »y5t«n. 

79. Ih. .U»8. m«li«m of cto 77 «hor«« said »cbnok,gy ™rvey -«po»« L 
unrated. 

80. Th.^»e«=divunofolai«7J.fi*«««^i-m.«io™fbro.«.mg»id 

enterprise system to implement: 

^ta8 a iW««t li* ^ -aid .^hnolo., .-.vey «spoa«. »id .ink 
conesponding to a supplier's w* site. 

^- «f ri«im 73 wherein said storing said data includes 

81. The storage medium of claim 73, wnerem <» 

repUcating databases of said network system. 

system. 

8J, m «or.e. m«aum of ctaim 73. w!»r«n «id oommunlCto.^ neWoHc 
enviroiwnent is an intranet. 

84. A„«hodteftciU«i»gprod»»devdopm==.andproc««n«t«»=-lo-.'«a 
oommunioatioiisnetwoik roviioiimnil. mmprising: 

^vi^p.duc.d«aa:^«cWcalia*»™donfton.aplur.W.f«wH«^^^^ 

plurality of supplier entities; 

„„ci«h«teP»auc.d«a«d«otaolo8yinfo«»aon^apn»ur»a=t^i-i« 
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a>d providing ftc procumncot .p«=i.U.. with access .o tl.e preduc. ds*. ^ tectaicd 
mfontiatioii for analysis; 

t^ceivingresultsoftheanalysiaftomlhepn^cur^meatspeciali^^^ 
preferred technology recommeadationa andp«»feired juppUer recommendations; 

integratingthe pioduct development and technical information with the results and 
with a parts repository resulting in a technical loadmap guide; and 

providing a development engineer with access to the technical roadmap guide. 

85 Astotagemediumcnccdedwithmachin^^adahlcprognnncodcfefaciUtatkg 
developn.«xt and p.ocui^cnt functions in a communications network environment, the 
program code including instructions for causing a host system to implement a method, 
comprising: 

„cd™gp»ductd«.™iwWealiri6™.U<mftom.ph^tyof»wH«»^^^ 
via . supplier survey d.t.l»«. .h. .uppller r^O^ to »el. of «.e 

plurality of supplier entities; 

end tf» l»oc«.««« .P--'^ wi* « »* 

information for analysis; 

receivine«^8«Usoftheanalysi9fiomtheproc«rementspecia3iat.theresdt^ 
prefetred technology lecommendations and preferred suppUer recommendations; 

integrating theproduct development and technical information with the x^ts and 
with a parts repository resulting in a technical roadmap guide; and 

providing a development engineer with access to the technical roadmap guide. 
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